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and other relatives more diffi-
cult.
We commend rookie Miami

The policy was the center of
attention Tuesday as the House
Judiciary Committee held its first

¢ in the majority, the House com-
mittee now has the teeth and, it
s hoped, the bite.
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Reunite
migrant
kids with
their
relatives

hearing to question the people Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, a . i Among those testifying was
who crafted the controversial member of the Judiciary Com- i Scott Lloyd, the former head of
policy and those who enforce it. mittee and Congressional His- : the Office of Refugee Resettle-

The ultimate goal must be to
more quickly unite the children
who are in detention with par-
ents or other relatives in this
country.

So far, the process has been
sluggish, with children and
young teens detained indefi-
nitely. That shouldn’t be.

The issue hits home in Miami-
Dade County. The Homestead
Migrant Child Detention Facility
houses 1,600 unaccompanied
minors between the ages of 13
and 17 who have crossed the
U.S.-Mexico border. Many came
without their parents. Others
may have been separated from
them. This is another problem
with what has been a process as
haphazard as it has been cruel. It
remains unclear just how the
children got to this country,
clearly making finding parents

panic Caucus, for taking the lead.
Last week, she brought a con-
gressional delegation to the
Homestead facility and left vis-
ibly upset at the what she saw.
“It had a prison-like feeling,”
said Mucarsel-Powell, whose
district includes Homestead.
The lawmakers held a news
conference after the visit and
vowed to work to get it shut
down. It’s a noble goal. However,
their efforts must be rooted in
reality. Last month, according to
'WLRN News, Border Patrol says
that it had apprehended more
than 5,000 unaccompanied
children at the border. Most of
them came from Guatemala, El
Salvador and Honduras. They
have to be housed somewhere.
Lawmakers pledged to work to
reunite them with their families
already in this country. They

i ment, the agency tasked with

; caring for unaccompanied mi-

i grant children. He admitted that
i unlike colleagues, he did not

i raise concemns about the implica-
; tions of zero tolerance.

i The policy has come under
renewed scrutiny following a
Health and Human Services
inspector general report that
found thousands more children
had been separated than previ-
ously acknowledged. Of the
more than 2,000 children who
have been identified, many have
been reunited with their parents,
according to court filings in an
ongoing family-separation law-
suit.

Still, too many remain separat-
ed from any adult relatives. This
administration must take seri-
ously its moral obligation to
correct this.
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IMAGINE YOU WON
THE PRISON
TALENT SHOW 6
YEARS STR8 &
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U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell
speaks to the media after visiting
the Homestead child migrant
detention facility.

emocrats in the U.S.

House, now in the ma-

jority and flexing their

muscle, have long de-
nounced, rightly so, the Trump
administration’s “zero tolerance”
policy, under which adults who
illegally crossed the border were
criminally prosecuted.

As a result of the misbegotten
policy, parents were separated
from their children, who could
not accompany them to jail.

‘would be wise to make this goal
their priority.

Tuesday’s hearing was the
committee’s first opportunity to
grill immigration officials on
Capitol Hill over the roll-out and
subsequent consequences of the
bungled policy. With Democrats
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Smile!
Dental
healthcare

.THE TRUMP
CLIMATE CHANGE
PANEL WILL NOW
COME TO ORDER,

reform is
coming

The current state of
dental care in Florida is a
mess. Florida lawmakers
are right to address it.

However, the proposed
solution of mid-level pro-
viders. called dental ther-
apists in SB 1498, misses
the mark and is anything
but a market solution.

Dental therapists require
less training and education
than dentists and can per-
form a fraction of dental
procedures.

Thus far, the only func-
tional dental therapist
program is in Minnesota,
created in 2011. But the
same issues in dental care

THEN YOU FIND
OUT R. KELLY IS
COMIN

Mac Antoine, on Facebook
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bands of therapists oper-
ating without licenses.

In Wisconsin, the gover-
nor is asking for $1 million
to fund the dental therapy
program next year, and

VWay LUL VLIt Lsaue. Ul
that case, we’ll need to get
ready for severe water
restrictions and the poten-
tial for saltwater intrusion
into our drinking-water
supply. Under extreme
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trip them, but 1 didn’t.
‘We've had season tickets
for more than 10 years,
and this remains a persist-
ent problem.

Being on time, staying

WLHU VLILE WELE nepuu-
licans.

I suspect there are
enough ex-Republicans to
form a third party of a
respectable size. I also
suspect that, if such a party

LEPLAUIC ILIVICDS,

It is better for all to have
aregulated and inspected
prostitution industry than
our unregulated, victim-
laden one. If we insist on
allowing this free-for-all,

SLLIUUL LWL ICHUCLY ITCU LY
talk to teachers, come to
our schools and ask us
what we want. This is our
passion and our livelihood.
‘We know what our stu-
dents need; we know what
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- Herald, 3511 NW 91st Avenue, Miami, Fla., 33172.
Include your name, address and a daytime phone number. Letters may be edited for grammar, brevity and clarity. All letters sub-
: mitted become property of the Miami Herald.
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